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UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OF GENERAL WOODFORD, 
OF THE CONTINENTAL ARMY, 1776-1779. 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN W. JORDAN. 

General William Woodford was a son of Major William 
Woodford and his wife Ann Cocke, of " Windsor/' Caro- 
line County, Virginia, and was born in the year 1735. 
During the French and Indian War he served with distinc- 
tion, and on the breaking out of the war for independence 
was commissioned, February 13, 1776, colonel of the Second 
Regiment Virginia Continental Line. At the battle of Ger- 
mantown he was wounded, and taken to Bethlehem for 
treatment. He was promoted February 21, 1778, briga- 
dier-general, and assigned to the First Virginia Brigade, 
and was subsequently transferred to the Southern Depart- 
ment. On the capitulation of Charleston, South Carolina, 
May 12, 1780, he was taken prisoner and sent to NTew York, 
where he died November 13, 1780. General Woodford 
married Mary, daughter of John and Mildred Gregory 
Thornton, and left issue. We are indebted to Mrs. C. R. 
Parke, of Bloomington, Illinois, for the portrait of General 
Woodford and the copies of his letters to his wife and son ; 
the other letters are in the Manuscript Collection of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

[General Woodford to his wife.~] 

" Kemp's Landing 
" 30tli April 1776 

"My dearest Molly 

"I wrote you from Suffolk when I informed you I should attend the 
Gen 1 to this place, but little thought I was to be left behind to execute 
the most disagreeable pieces of service that could have happened, viz* the 
removing all the Inhabitants of these two Tory Countys. Aco ts disagree 
as to their numbers, but the lowest estimation is 12000 souls. Their dis- 
tress will be great indeed, & I expect to be witness to many more affect- 
ing scenes than even Norfolk afford'd. This (with the additional 
thought of being deprived of seeing you on the first of May) has per- 
plex'd me much, but the service of my country must be the first con- 
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sideration, & where Duty calls, pleasures & convenienceys must give 
way. I have no doubt but you will summon all your Fortitude upon 
this dissappointment. From the orders left by the Gen 1 when he returned 
I see no prospect of my old 6 [torn] of the Keg* returning to Williams- 
burg [torn] therefore have to hold yourself in constant readyness to come 
down, whenever I send for you. If we should be continued upon this 
Communication I could make Suffolk tolorably agreeable to you. Write 
me what you think of coming there, if no better can be done. I have 
wrote to Mrs. Campbell if she succeeds in your stays to send them pr first 
opportunity. Little Catesbys studd is left with Mr. Craig at W ms burg 
to make a fellow, likewise the mourning Eing to put a stone in. I was 
the other Day at Portsmouth with the Gen 1 to view the Enemys entrench- 
ments, & visit my old neighbours, they saluted us with one Gun from 
Capt. Squire & a few swivells & small arms from a Tender, which 
proved as Impotent as usual. All the inhabitants of that Beautifull 
Village & its neighbourhood is removed, the gardens and wells destroyed. 
In a short time I expect the Fleet will be much distress'd. T. Byrd is 
assuredly a Maj r of the Blacks. I have no other clothes with me but 
those upon my back except a few shirts, & when I shall get a supply 
from W ms burg, God knows, [torn] received from Colo. Weedon is all I 
have seen from up the Country. What is my friend Toliaferro doing? 
Inform your father I have lodged his Bill with a trusty Friend at Suffolk 
where I hope to dispose of it to his wish, when I return to that place. 
If I do, shall contrive the Cash by some trusty hand to Col Pendleton, 
Mr. Jones or some other Friend at W ms Burg. I should have wrote him, 
Mr. Toliaferro & some other Friends, but I can scarcely steal time to 
write to you a few lines. Miss no opportunity of writing me, tell me 
how your Chair Horse is recovered & every particular of our affairs, 
how our Dear Boys & Friends are, to whom remember me affection- 
ately & I am 

"My Dearest Molly 

" Your mos* affectionate 

"W M . Woodford." 

[General Woodford to his wife.'] 

" Bethlehem, 6th Oct. 1777. 

"My Dearest Molly. 

" I have this good opportunity by Mr. Ford of saying a few words 
to you. 

" There was a pretty Genl Action on the 4th near German Town, the 
loss on each side considerable, we remained in possession of the Field for 
some time, but were obliged to retreat for want of ammunition. Genl 
Nash is killed and John Spottswood mortally wounded, many others 
killed & wounded, but do not recollect any of our acquaintance else 
except Colo. Hendricks wounded in the Head, but not mortal. Another 
action happened yesterday, but no particulars to be depended upon ar- 
rived. Indeed our accounts from the army are very vague & contradic- 
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tory, I hope you may before this reaches you, have a more authentic 
account, than its in my power to give you. My head is much better, & 
I hope to be able to join the army in a week or ten days. 

"I shall take the first opportunity to send home my young horse, 
which I left nigh three months in the state of New York, lamed by an 
accident, he is on the recovery but will not be fitt for use for some time. 
Kemember me to all my friends, & I am 

" Dr Molly 

" Your most affectionate 

" Wm. Woodford." 

[Colonel Christian Febiger to General Woodford.'] 

" Camp near Fort Montgomery 
July 22d 1779 
" D R Generall 

" When I left the Clove, a proposal was made to recommend some 
Serjeants from each Regiment for Officers. But as my Regiment was 
small and I thought there were Officers in it sufficient to command my 
Men I recommended none. 

" I am now inform'd by letter signed by every Officer in my Reg* 
present, that those Serjeants recommended from other Regiments are to 
be appointed and that you have been heard say, that some should take 
part in the second, which I conceive would be undervaluing and much 
to the prejudice if not to say Injustice of my Serjeants, whom I have 
the confidence to say are equal to any in the Army and especially those 
whom I shall recommend. 

" I am well acquainted with the Merits and Demerits of every Officer 
and Soldier in my Regiment and I have too high an Opinion of your 
Love of Justice and Inclination to reward Merit where it is due to con- 
ceive or think that you would wish to have Serjeants belonging to other 
Regiments appointed Officers in mine over the head of those in it, who 
are at least equal if not superior to many of them. — I confess, that an 
Exchange would in my Opinion be Beneficial and usefull as a Serjeant 
appointed in another Reg* would have more Confidence to exact Disci- 
pline than in his own and so far I would recommend it when Objects are 
worthy. I therefore as Colonel of the Second Virg. Reg*, who I think 
ought to be consulted previous to the Appointment of Officers in the 
Corps request, That if it is thought necessary to add to the Number of 
Officers allready in it that the following very worthy Serjeants or any 
Number of them, that may be thought necessary 

"Viz* 1 st James Broddetjs 

" 2 nd Lovel Harrison 
"3 d Eban Branham 
" 4 th Wm. Gordan 
"5 th George Blackmore 
" 6 th Henry Parrish 
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may be appointed. — I must likewise beg Leave to inform you that two 
Gentlemen Mess rs Archer and Guerrant were recommended by me to the 
State of Virginia to be appointed Officers to go with Gen'l Scott and I 
have the greatest Keasons to think they are appointed. 

" I have the honor to be D r Generall with the sincerest Eespect 
" Your most obedient and most 

" humble Servant 

" Christian Febiger 
" Col. 2 nd Va. Beg 1 and 
" Comd. I st Regt. L. ir 

[Letter of Colonel John Cropper ', Jr., to General Woodford, addressed 
" Hoifite General William Woodford, Camp. To the care of Mr. Lyon 
Philad a . In Gen* Woodford's absence, this is to be opened by the Com- 
manding officer of his troops."'] 

"Accomack County, Virginia, 29 Novemr 1779. 
" Dear General, 

" You'll pardon the intrusion of this letter, if it comes to hand 
while you are engaged in the agreeable Society of your camp compan- 
ions, or the more important execution of your momentous office ; when 
you consider that the inclosed letters will probably much sooner find 
their way to the persons they belong by the assistance of your con- 
spicuous station & You'll not expect any news from me, when you re- 
flect that our little peninsula is precluded not only from the rest of the 
dominion, but almost from every part of the continent. 

" I can inform you, that the extensive frontier of our two counties is 
much relieved by the protection of seven ships of Count D'Estaing's 
squadron, which it is said are to remain in the Chesapeak this winter, 
and cruise off our coast occasionally. Our inhabitants are at length 
firmly united to the cause of their country, there is no such thing as 
disaffection amongst us. 

" I can w th pleasure tell you that I find myself happy with my little 
family, and that I am never without some sport or amusement to con- 
tribute to my domestic felicity. My reflections turn mostly upon the 
fate of my country, the welfare of the army, and a desire to see [torn] 
information of every military operation of consequence. The loss of 
Count Pulaski, and Count D'Estaing's being wounded, is a subject of 
great sympathy here. 

" You will please forward Cap. Poulson's letter by the most safe and 
speedy opportunity. Be so good as to give my most respectfull compli- 
ments to the officers of my acquaintance in your command, particularly 
those of the Seventh. That our officers and soldiers may return home 
w th never fading laurels, and enjoy every blessing of a country of free- 
dom, and independence, is the constant prayer of 

" Your Sincerely devoted humble Servant, 

"John Cropper, Jun." 
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[General Woodford to his son John T. Woodford, at Princeton, New Jersey. ~] 

" Camp in the Clove 13 th June 1779. 

" Dear Jack, 

" I rec'd a letter from your Mama yesterday inclosing one from our 
Dear little Catesby for you, which you will receive under cover of this. 

" The Family at Windsor are all well except M. Saunderson who has 
been dangerously ill for sometime. Your Mama complains of your 
writing her but seldom & also of your want of attention to your man- 
ner & writing & spelling. I will hope that you will give so good a 
Mother no future reason to complain on either account ; not only for 
her satisfaction & pleasure, but for your own improvement. If you 
apply to the quartermaster at Prince Town he will forward your Letters 
to me by express coming frequently to Gen. Green, & I hope to hear 
from you often. We have been five or six days in this place watching 
the Enemies motions who are Fortifying at King's Ferry, on both sides 
of the North Eiver. We are about twelve miles from them & the same 
distance from our important post at West Point, which we suppose their 
object. 

" I will write you again when anything interesting, & shall rest as- 
sured that you will make the closest application to your studys, & cul- 
tivate an acquaintance with the Genteelest Families in your neigh- 
bourhood ; it will give me pleasure to hear that you are frequently at 
Gen 1 Morris's. 

" Present the Gentlemen & Ladies of Prince Town with my respect- 
ful compliments & be assured My Dear Boy, that I am very truly 

" Your affectionate Father, 

"W M . Woodford." 

[General Woodford to General Wayne."] 
"Dear Gen., 

" I have taken the liberty to request the favour of you to lend me a few 
pounds of brown sugar — depending upon the Virginia supplies— I have 
got quite out of any kind of sugar. . . . 
"14 Oct. 1779." 

[Same to same.] 
"Dear Gen. 
"I am obliged to you for the Information of the Dragoon. 
" I shall send a Patrole to Tapon Bay, & if any discovery is made I 
shall give you the Earliest Intelligence. 

" I return you the compliments of the Day, & am sorry it has so hap- 
pened that we could not be together upon this occasion — I shall an- 
nounce our Toasts by the discharge of Artilery to begin at five Oclock. 

"lam 
" D r Sir 

" Your Obed* humble Serv* 
"\yM Woodford 

"17th Oct. 1779." 
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[Same to same.~\ 
"Dear Gen l . 

"Will you and Maj. Fishburn do me the favour to dine with me to 
Day? 

" This being the 17 th October, I wish to know whether you intend to 
celebrate it by the discharge of your Artilery, & at what time in the 
Day. We have rec d no orders from Head Quarters respecting this 
matter. 

" Can you inform me what occasion'd the Fireing last Evening ? 
" I have acct s from Philadelphia to the 13 th , nothing from the south- 
ward to be depended upon, 
"lam 

"D'Gen 1 

" Your most obed* Serv fc 

"W M . WOODFOED. 
"^oX} ^ct 17, 1779.]" 

[Same to sameJ] 
"Dear Gen. 

" One of my Horse patrole left Tapan at 8 ociock & reports that no 
Fleet are in that Bay, or near Tarry Town, & that everything in that 
quarter appear'd as usual — I have three other Horsemen now there, & 
Colo. Washington has another party below that, beside my Foot patrole 
at Slaughters Landing, so that I think it impossible they should make 
any move without my knowledge. 

" We have a number of reports from Morris Town respecting the 
Allied Army & Fleet at Georgia having captured the whole British 
Fleet & Army there. This is said to come by a Gentleman who left the 
City on Thursday, & says the Congress have this ace* from authority, 
but his time would not permit him to stay for the particulars. 

" A pilot that M r Porterfield saw this morning from Black Point, says 
the Fleet is certainty arrived off Delaware, & have taken in a quantity 
of provisions, & stood out to sea for fear of a storm. 

" I inclose you the paper of 13 th which you will please to return when 
you have looked it over. I allso inclose you some letters for officers in 
captivity, which you will please to send in if you have an opportunity, 
otherways return them. 

" I shall be very glad of your Company & Family to Dine with me 
Tomorrow, — if you have anything new from Stony Point, or Head- 
quarters I will thank you for it. My officer from Slaughters this moment 
return'd, nothing new. 

" I am 

"Dr Sir 

" Your Obed* humble Serv* 

"Wm Woodford. 

"18 Oct. 1779." 
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[Same to same."] 

" Kakeate 8 Oclock P. M. 
"20th Oct. 1779. 

"Dear Gen\ 

"I was at Washingtons when I rec d your favour of this Evening 
which was the reason of my detaining your Dragoon. 

"I have sent a party of Horse to Paramus, & from thence towards 
Tapan ; another between them & Slaughters Landing where I have a 
foot Patrole in addition to this I have given the necessary orders to the 
Troops under my Command in case of an alarm — 

" I shall give you the earliest Inteligence of any discoveries that is 
made, & have to request you will do the same — it shall be done by 
Express in the manner you wish. I am 

"D r Sir 

" Your Obed* Serv* 
" W M Woodford." 

[Same to sameJ] 
"Dear Gen l 

" I have not heard from my patroles, by which I suppose no material 
discovery has been made to the Eight. 

" If you have anything new from towards the Point, I will thank you 
for a line by the Dragoon. 

" I shall send a Horseman to Headquarters sometime to Day, he shall 
have orders to call for your commands — I am 

" Dr Sir 

" Your Obed* humble Serv* 

"W M Woodford. 

"Kakeate 
"21 October [1779.]" 

[Same to same.] 

"Kakeate 22<* Oct. 1799. 
"12 Oclock. 
"Dear Gen l 

" Your conjecture about the fireing is highly probable, but I think the 
precautions I have taken will give me the earliest notice of any oppor- 
ations on this side. 

" In addition to what I wrote Col Butler this morning — I have sent 
Cap* Bedkin with a few Dragoons to the Sloat, & from thence down- 
wards with orders to continue all night. I will allso send another party 
from Washington towards Closter, with an officer that can be depended 
upon. 

" My officer is just returned from Slaughter's Landing & reports that 
opposite that place lays three armed Vessells, two large Transports, one 
Galley & four small craft — the rest of the Fleet are gone out of his 
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sight — in these ten are included the station ships that lay there before — 
he left it about 7 o'clock, another officer is there till seven To morrow 
Morning. 

" When my Horse patroles return you shall be made acquainted with 
any Inteligence I may receive. 

" The inclosed Letters came by Express from Eliz th Town, he left it 
yesterday, no news of the Count — he informs the Letter for Tilghman is 
from N. York by Flagg & he was charged with the greatest care of it, 
as being of consequence. I am 

" D r Sir 
" Your Obed* Serv* 

" W M Woodford." 



[Same to same.] 



' Kakeate 24 Oct. 1779. 
"2 O'clock. 



"Dear Gen\ 

"My post return'd last night, but no letters or papers from Phila- 
delphia. 

'' I have a letter from Fredb g in Virginia Dated 13 th Ins* from a gen- 
tleman of C r who says a person of C r arrived the Evening before from 
Wmsburg & reports that just as he was leaving that city an Express 
arrived from Charles Town, with an account that Mons. D'Estaing had 
taken all the British Troops in Georgia, together with one 50 Gun Ship, 
several Frigates & thirty Transports — he adds there were between -3 & 
4000 British & disaffected captured. 

"Capt. Hite, of my Brigade, has a Letter from his Father dated 
Wmsburg 9 th Inst, which coroborates with the other ace* with this ad- 
dition, that the French Fleet were then in Hampton Road. 

"A Serj* of Scotts party with Maj. Lee passed this morning with a 
letter from the Maj. to Tilghman ; he reports that the Count is arrived 
at the Hook, & had taken a 74 & 5 Frigates between the Capes of Dela- 
ware & that place — I did not see this person. 

"A Camp report allso says, that Powells Hook is Evacuated — 

"My patrole is this moment return'd from Dobbs Ferry & reports 
that all the Shipping are gone down, & are quite out of sight of that 
place, he left it at 7 O'clock this morning — but could not learn the oc- 
casion of the Fireing last Night. 

" My Horse Man says he left your Letter with a Soldier of the Infantry 
to be delivered to you, or Maj. Fishburn ; have you rec d it? this Gentle- 
man by way of a nigh cut, came through the Clove, & stop'd at Widow 
Sidenhams ; probably with an intention to amuse himself in the same 
way as your Dragoon did. 

" I shall send off my Forrageing party this Evening if the weather 
permit. I have sent an Officer & party of Horse to Paramus, with di- 
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rections to send a patrole to the new Bridge & Closter, & remain there 
for the security of our Eight, till my Forrageing party returns. 
" have you anything new ? I am 

"DrSir 

" Your Obed 1 humble Serv* 

"W M Woodford." 

[Same to same.'] 
"Dear Gen l . 

" I have detained your Horseman longer than I intended. 
" I have given orders for everything to be prepared for a March as soon 
as possible, but do not think it will be in our power to move so early as 8 
or 9 o'clock. 

" Gen. Muhlenberg & myself will ride down in an Hour or two. 
" I think with you that we ought to take up our line of March— but 
not to proceed too far till the Gen 1 orders arrive — would not the Rout by 
Morris Town be preferable to Paramus. I am 

" Dr Sir 
" Your Most humble Serv* 

" Wm. Woodford. 

"27th Oct. 

"1779. 6 o'clock in 

" Morning." 

[Same to same.] 

" Ramapogh 28th Oct. 79 
" 5, o,clock A. M. 
"Sir 

" I am directed by Gen 1 Woodford to acknoledge the receipt of your 
letter dated last night 11, o,clock, The contents of which he observes — 
In consequence of the enemy, as report says, having landed at Fort Lee 
he will Proceed to Pumpton & there waite untill he hears further from 
you. I inclose the copy of a letter from Col Seely at Eliz a Town which 
the Gen'l. would have been glad you had opened. 

" I am with the Highest 
" Esteem & respect 

"YourObMiblServ 1 

"R,0B T PORTERFIELD 

"A. D. Camp. 
" N. B. Our Troops are now 
" marching." 

[Same to Major- General Lord Stirling.] 

Paramus, 10th Oct? 1778 

"My Lord 

" I forwarded your letter to his Excellency this, morning by a light 
Horse man of Blands, none of Sheldons being here. 

" The day before yesterday I had Eight Deserters into this post viz* 3 of 
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the Guards, 2 of the 15 th , 2 of L d Rawdons Corps & one Highlander, 
they gave intelligence much to the same purpose as you mention in your 
Letter. 

" Doct r Griffith is now with me, & what he has been able to gather at 
Tappan, corresponds with our other acc ts he mentions a proclamation 
of the Enemy giving us Forty Days to comply with the terms that have 
been offered by their Excellencys the comm rs or to answer the contrary 
at our peril &c &c &c — this he got from a young Lady who says she 
read it, & that a Coppy had been sent to Head quarters by a Flag. 

" I have been confined to the House these two Days with a Fever & 
Lax. Mine of the 8 th was left by the person who I depended upon to 
call for it, which I have only Just now discovered — the Ladies Join their 
Comp ts to those of — 

" Your Lordships most obed* humble Servt 

«W M Woodford." 1 

[Same to same."] 

" Pompton 28th October 1779 
" nine o'clock at Night. 

"My Lord 

"I rec'd your Lordships favour of yesterday by Express, but have 
seen nothing of the one you refer to wrote the Day before. 

" Upon the alarm of the Enemies comeing into this state I marched 
the Division to Suffrans, where I left all our Tents & Baggage, with a 
Guard of lame & bare footed Men under command of Maj r Clark, & 
arrived here about ten this Morning upon my march for the relief of 
Morris Town, which by our accounts was in imminent danger. 

" I learned here that was not the case, therefore halted till I rec'd His 
Excellencies orders, or a confirmation of the Intelligence. Advice from 
Gen'l. Wayne (who is at Paramus with the Infantry) may make it ex- 
pedient for me to direct my march another Eout — his last acct s then in- 
form' d him that a considerable boddy of the Enemy Landed yesterday 
at Fort Lee, & another at Monmouth, with those at Amboy still in that 
neighbourhood — I hope to know the truth of both in the morning, allso 
to hear from the Gen'l. who is made acquainted with my situation. 

"An Honest Country man about Twelve O'clock to Day picked up a 
Letter in the Eoad near this place, from Gov r Livingston to his Excel- 
lency, which must have been droped by a careless Express, before I 
sent it forward. I took the Liberty to open it, he gives an ac* of the 
excurtion of the Enemies Dragoons to Middle Brook, Brunswic, & Som- 
merset with the capture of Col Symco in their return, but says nothing 
of their present situation, the Letter was dated yesterday. I have the 
Honor to be 

" Your Lordships 

" Most Obed* humble Serv 

"Wm. Woodford." 

1 Original in collection of Mr. Charles Roberts. 
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[Same to General Wayne."] 

" POMPTON SOtli Octr 1779. 

"Dear Gen l . 

" I inclose you a Letter from His Excellency which I rec'd by return 
of my Express this morning. 

" He writes me, that provided the Enemy have return'd, I will move 
back, & take a position between Suffrans & Stony Point. 

" This fact must be ascertained by the Inteligence I shall get from 
you — be so kind to inform me what you have heard from Col Washing- 
ton, & whether you think we may move back to Suffrans this afternoon, 
& there waite further Inteligence. 

" The Gen'l desires the packet to Col Seely may be forwarded from 
one post to another. I am 

"D r Sir 

" Your most Obed 1 Serv* 

" Wm. Woodford." 

{Same to same.] 

"Haverstraw 20«i Nov. 1779. 

" Dear Gen l . 

" I have taken proper care of your Domine & sent him under Guard 
to Head Quarters ; from the few questions I have asked him, he answers 
the character you give him, of an artfull designing Villain. 

"Some Vessells of the Enemy have been up to Tarry Town, & have 
been Fireing off & on the whole Day, & part of yesterday— what is 
their object I have not been able to discover — 

1 ' I understand the Troops are in motion for winter Quarters, we ex- 
pect orders to move every Hour — 

" The affair in Georgia went very contrary to our expectations — but 
disappointments will hap[pen]. we must make the best of it. 

" My compliments to Maj r Fishbourn & thank him for his favour of 
the 11 th with the N. York paper, which I carried to Head Quarters the 
next Day — I am 

" Dr. Sir 

" Your Most Obed* Serv* 

"Wm. Woodford." 



